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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PORT 0 00013 031813Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CAB-02 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO 
EB-07 INR-07 NSAE-00 CIEP-01 FAA-00 MCT-01 SY-05 /034W 

032207Z 057886/71 

R 031743Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 171 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 

CONFIDENTIAL PORT OF SPAIN 0013 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, ASEC, TD 

SUBJECT: FAA SURVEY OF AIRPORT SECURITY 
REF: (A) STATE 313995, (B) PORT OF SPAIN 2350 

1 . AS REPORTED REF (B), EMBASSY WAS INFORMED THAT FAA 
SECURITY OFFICER HAD INSPECTED PIARCO AIRPORT ON 
SEPTEMBER 13. SECURITY OFFICER VICTOR ECHEVARRIA 
(FAA/SAN JUAN) VISITED PORT OF SPAIN AGAIN LATER IN 
SEPTEMBER TO DISCUSS AIRPORT SECURITY PROBLEMS WITH 
CIVIL AVIATION. EMBASSY IS STILT. AWAITING COPY OF 
FAA REPORT OF THESE INSPECTIONS. 

2. IT IS NOT CLEAR TO US WHETHER CURRENT SURVEY 
REQUIRES ADDITIONAL VISIT BY FAA TEAM AT THIS TIME. 

IF SO, WE RECOMMEND THIS BE HANDLED AS ROUTINE 
CONTINUATION OF PREVIOUS EXCHANGES, AS GOTT HAS NOT 
INDICATED GREAT RECEPTIVITY TO COOPERATION ON ANTI- 
TERRORISM SECURITY SINCE OCTOBER CUBANA SABOTAGE 
CRASH, AND IN FACT IT HAS GIVEN IMPRESSION THAT IT 
WISHES TO KEEP COOL DISTANCE FROM USG ON THESE MATTERS. 

WE WOULD, OF COURSE, WISH TO BE KEPT INFORMED OF THESE 
ACTIVITIES. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PORT 0 00013 031813Z 

3. WE MAY BE TOO LATE TO SELL AMERICAN WALK-THROUGH 
SECURITY DETECTOR IN ANY CASE. BRITISH MANUFACTURER 
OF SUCH EQUIPMENT BEAT AMERICAN COMPETITORS TO THE 
MARK HERE AND SHIPPED IN DEMONSTRATION MODEL AMOST 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER CUBANA CRASH. TIMING WAS POSSIBLY 
COINCIDENTAL AS WE UNDERSTAND TENTATIVE PURCHASE 
DECISION HAD ALREADY BEEN MADE PRIOR TO CRASH. 
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